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adored Jahveh, some Baal, while some, like that of Gideon, appear to have paid great respect to both.
The stories of Deborah, of Abimelech, of Jephthah, of Samson the legendary hero of Dan, the Antar of the Israelites, are admirably told. So are the intestine wars of the tribes, the desperate attack on the tribe of Benjamin, the raid of the Danites upon the people of Laish, and much else. Specially interesting are the pages from 366 to 372 on the general character, of this period, in which it is compared with the state of Greece during the age represented by the Odyssey, Boaz being a sort of Israelitic Alcinoiis, Nausicaa a Grecian Ruth.
Up to this time all in the history of Israel is to the last degree uncertain. About noo B.C. we begin to get a little more light, and can follow the thread of affairs, which hitherto has been perpetually breaking and leaving us in perplexity. Several tendencies mark this epoch. One is the desire to have some more stable and general direction of national life than the fitful dictatorships which characterise the age of the Judges. That tendency resulted in the peasant royalty of Saul. Another tendency was to attribute greater importance than hitherto to the position of the Nabi or prophet. He was